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Bill may 
subsidize 
tuition 
for middle 
class 


Republican 
lawmakers are 
unlikely to support it. 


By Ron Bar-ZION 
Staff Writer 


A new bill may help middle-income 
students pay for the cost of tuition. 

The bill, proposed by Assembly 
Speaker John Perez, grants middle- 
income Cal State University students 
$4,000 a year, or $16,000 during a 
four-year time span, in state tuition 
subsidies. 

The bill defines middle-income stu- 
dents as those who are part of a house- 
hold that earns more than $70,000 but 
less than $150,000. Students who are 
part of a household that earns more 
than $70,000 are not eligible for most 
state subsidies. 

Gregory Washington, a student at 
Cal State Fullerton and president of the 
California State Student Association 
(CSSA) is a supporter of this bill. 

“This bill.addresses a huge issue, 
which is that students are constant- 
ly priced out of higher education,” 
Washington said. “These are the 
students that don’t have access to fi- 
nancial aid programs ... like lower in- 
come students do. So this is a bill that 
would exponentially help students in 
the CSUs.” 

But as great as the bill sounds, it 
doesn’t have a good chance of clearing 
Republican lawmakers in the Califor- 
nia Legislature. 

Perez plans to fund the bill by clos- 
ing $1 billion in tax loopholes for out of 
state corporations — something Cali- 
fornia Republicans blocked last year. 

A two-thirds vote in the California 
Legislature is required to increase 
taxes. 
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Officials 
investigate 
protests 

at BOT 
meeting | 


CSU employees union 
claims BOT minutes 
were ‘sanitized.’ 


By KrisTInNE McGowan 


Assistant News Editor 


A special investigator is looking 
into the November 2011 Cal State 
University Board of Trustees meeting, 
where ‘student protesters clashed with 
police officers after the board approved 
a 9 percent tuition increase. 

The protests resulted in the injury 
of an officer and the arrest of four stu- 


dents. 
AXCCUIUINE to CIiik ras, a Cou 


spokesman, there are many ongoing — 


investigations at other universities due 
to an increase in student protests. He 
said the CSU felt it was important to 
also gain the perspective of an outside 
review. 

The CSU has asked Ron McCarthy 
to perform the investigation., McCar- 
thy is the president of a firm that con- 
ducts independent reviews and studies 
for federal, state and local law enforce- 


_ ment agencies. 


Lt. Goy. Gavin Newsom, an ex- 


‘officio trustee, told the CFA that the 


minutes of the November meeting had 
been “sanitized.” - 

“The chamber distorted the minutes 
and embellished them,” said Peggy 
O’Neil-Rosales, Cal State Long Beach 
President of the CSU Employees’ 
Union. 

Four students were arrested at the 
meeting, including CSULB student 
Seth Andrew Newmaeyer and San Di- 
ego State University graduate student 


~ Ashley Allison Wardle. 


After the arrests, each student faced 


1,119: T.J. Robinson’s record-setting career 


“It’s always the middle class that : ; : 
After amassing the most rebounds in Big West Conference history, T.J. Robinson is still one of 


heavy repercussions, according to 


. Bu | Page 3 | four seniors trying to make it to the Big Dance. (See Page 8 for full story.) 


Candidates try to woo young voters 


But there are many obstacles, says Mary 
Caputi, a CSULB poli sci professor. 


By LEONARDO POAREO 
Staff Writer 


There are nationwide efforts to mo- 
bilize young voters as the 2012 presi- 
dential election draws near, but some 
argue that young voters often elude 
these mobilization efforts. 

“We live in an age when there’s so 
much out there in the media that grabs 
[young voters’] attention that’s more 


fun, that’s more immediately engaging 
... and politics just isn’t something that 
sounds exciting,” said Mary Caputi, a 


Cal State Long Beach political science - 


professor. “[Politics] sounds abstract, 
it sounds dry, it sounds like something 
that people get into arguments about.” 

In order to appeal to young voters, 
the presidential candidates and their 
campaign workers will have to make 
politics relatable to the 18 to 24-year- 
old demographic. One way of doing 
this is by associating it with their ev- 
eryday lives, Caputi said: 


“If you actually talk to them about 
things like the cost of higher education 
... or health care — something that re- 
ally affects them directly — then that 
will get them more interested,” Caputi 
said. 

This is part of the Associated Stu- 
dents Inc.’s strategy at CSULB. 


The student government organiza- 


tion will be involved in a campaign 
this year to mobilize young voters for 
the Republican primaries and the main 
election in November, said Deborah 
Rowe, ASI’s chief of staff, via email. 
“If we can show _ students 
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LB Transit adjusts service schedule 


The changes reduce 
the number of trips 
to CSULB for some 
routes. 


By ELISABETH MANVILLE 
Contributing Writer 


Long Beach Transit made changes to 
its schedule last Sunday, including re- 
duced trips to the Cal State Long, Beach 
campus. 

Route 96 ZAP, which goes from 
Downtown Long Beach to CSULB and 
back, will have fewer trips on Friday 
mornings. Routes 91, 92, 93 and 94 
have similar routes as the 96 ZAP, and 
give students traveling from downtown 
more opportunities to get to campus. 


The change was made due to the 
low ridership on Fridays, possibly as 
a result of the low number of Friday 
classes, said Kevin Lee, LBT market- 
ing manager. 

“We are constantly monitoring our 
routes all year round,” Lee said. “We saw 
an opportunity to adjust that schedule.” 

LBT adjusts its schedule three times 
a year, Lee said. 

Changes will also be made to some 
trips along route 171 in an effort to al- 
leviate congestion. There will be an 
increase in trips west of CSULB and 
some trips will turn around on campus 
instead of continuing. 

“Students are riding the bus more 
and more,” Lee said. ; 

The newest changes could be help- 
ful for students like junior psychology 
major Melissa Winter, who frequently 
takes route 171 home from campus. 

“T take it on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 


since it is right when the RLC shuttle 
driver goes on his or her break,” Winter 
said. “There are so many people riding 
it back to RLC, and it’s so packed. One 
time the bus driver didn’t see me and 
almost drove off before I could get to 
the door.” 

Although Lee said the adjustments to 
the schedule should not affect students, 
the timing of the changes, three weeks 
into the new semester, has been an in- 
convenience for some. 

“The last couple weeks, with the new 
semester, I had worked out my schedule 
to work with the bus and I could get to 
morning mass and to school on time,” 
said Violet Herman, a junior film and 
electronic arts major. “That’s the only 
reason | use the bus, but it’s really an- 
noying because the old schedule was 
perfect for me. The [new] timetable is 
throwing me off — I’m not sure when 
the bus comes.” 


legal filming at Japanese Garden 


By JESSICA ROSALES 
Contributing Writer 


A group was found filming at the 
Earl Burns Miller Japanese Garden 
on Feb. 5 around 2:30 p.m., University 
Police Capt. Scott Brown said. 

Employees at the garden told the 
group that they could not film without 
the proper permits and authorization, 
but they refused to leave until the Uni- 


versity Police arrived. 
It is unknown whether they were 


students or what they were filming, but 
they left with only a warning, Brown 
said. 


Wallets taken from classroom 

Three students reported their wal- 
lets stolen on Feb. 7 in Room 112 of the 
Fine Arts 3 building, Brown said. The 
class had stepped out between 1:15 
p.m. and 1:35 p.m. and had returned to 
find the items missing. According to 
University Police, the suspect already 
used one of the student’s cards to pur- 
chase items. 


Apple products stolen 
A woman reported her iPhone 4S 
and MacBook Pro stolen on Feb. 8 


around 7 p.m., Brown said. 

The student had briefly stepped 
away from the bench area near the 
Beach Hut where her items were set on 
a table. When she turned back toward 
the table, she saw that a male suspect 
had grabbed her phone. She tried to 
follow the suspect, but lost him near 
the Psychology building, Brown said. 

Once the woman returned to her 
table, she found that her MacBook was 
taken as well. 

University Police said the two sus- 
pects might have been working to- 


ether, to cause an initial distraction 
y taking her iPhone first and then her 


MacBook once she was further from 
the table, or that the case was two un- 
fortunate crimes of opportunity. 

The first suspect was described as a 
Black or Hispanic male in his 20s with 
a black and red backpack, Brown said. 


Bicycle thefts on campus 

A student reported his 12-speed 
Cannondale bike stolen from the In- 
ternational House bike racks on Feb. 
8 around 9:30 a.m., Brown said. The 
bike was locked with a U-lock and is 
valued at about $500. 

A woman reported her blue Marlin 
bicycle stolen from the bike racks near 
the Liberal Arts 1 building, Brown 
said. 


Follow @49erSports 
-_onTwitter — 


For all things LBSU 


www.daily49er.com/sports 


According to the University Police, 
the student had used a cable lock and 
left the bike from Feb. 3 to Feb. 6 at the 
bike rack. It is unknown which day or 
time it was taken. The estimated total 
loss is about $400, Brown said. 

A student reported her black and 
red Schwinn Mountain bike stolen on 
Feb. 6 before 4:40 p.m., Brown said. 

According to Brown, the student’ 
found her bike missing from the quad 
area of the Molecular and Life Science 
Center, even though she had used a 
Kryptonite U-lock to secure her bike 


to the rack. The total estimated value 
IS ADOUT $350. 


A man reported his black and white 
Kent fixed-gear bicycle stolen from the 
LA 4 and LA S bike rack between 6:50 
p-m. and 9:40 p.m. on Feb. 6, Brown 
said. The total estimated value was 
about $135. 

A student reported his white road 
bike stolen from the bike racks near 
the University Telecommunications 
building on Feb. 7, Brown said. The 
suspect stole the bike, which was es- 
timated to be worth about $120, be- 
tween 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

A student reported her bicycle sto- 
len from the Residential Learning 
College on Feb. 7 before 1 p.m. The 
model and make are unknown, Brown 
said. 
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The Long Beach Transit made changes to its schedules, including 
several trips from downtown to CSULB. 
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statistics of the effects of higher educa- 
tion cuts in the California budget and 
how they correlate to the rise in fees 
and tuition, I think that students will 
see that there is a need for them to act in 
order to protect higher education for the 
future,” Rowe said. 

Still, students may feel that their 
votes won’t make a difference. 

However, Rowe argues that, if stu- 
dents understand the power of. their 
vote, they may consider participating. 

“If students see that their vote mat- 
ters, they are more likely to vote,” Rowe 
said. “If a certain candidate, issue or 
platform inspires them and ignites a 
passion within them, students are likely 
to move on their impulses and vote on 
what they believe in.” 

Another obstacle in attracting young 
voters is a lack of knowledge, Caputi 
said. She said many younger voters 
mimic their parents when they should 
be expanding their own education and 
views. 

But, even with all of these obstacles, 
the 18-24 demographic can still play a 
significant role in the presidential elec- 
tion, Caputi said. 

The key for politicians is to capital- 
ize on this. 

“They are a group of people that poli- 
ticians can speak to very meaningfully 
about things that are going to affect the 
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Obama shakes students’ hands 
at a Virginia college. 


country for a long time,” Caputi said. 

Some students, like Vince Fiamengo, 
a senior engineering major, have trou- 
ble finding the motivation to vote. 

“T really don’t vote anymore,” Fia- 
mengo said. “It feels like a waste of 
time to vote.” 

For those who do want to vote, the 
deadline to register to vote in Califor- 
nia’s June 5 Republican primary is May 
21. The deadline for the Nov. 6 general 
election is 15 days before the election 
date. 

California holds open primaries so 
voters in any party can participate. 


Teach English Overseas! 


CSULB TEFL Training Program... Your Passport to Teaching English Abroad 


This program is designed to prepare you to be an English instructor in a variety of settings around the world: 


Program Benefits 


Eight-week intensive program at CSULB - No prior teaching experience necessary 
Meets international requirements +» Guidance with finding overseas positions. 


Free Information Session: 


Monday, March 13, 2012 + CSULB Foundation Building - Room 204, 5-6 PM 
Call (800) 963-2250 to register or visit www.ccpe.csulb.edu/TEFL 
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ASI Judiciary to kick off informational campaign 


Know Your Rights will 
start next Monday. 


By Ryau Cooley 
Assistant City Editor 


The Associated Students Inc. Judi- 
ciary is launching Know Your Rights, 
a campaign that will offer students a se- 
ries of workshops ranging from student 
services on campus to legal advice. 

The event will kick off next Monday, 
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O’Neil-Rosales. 

CSU Chancellor Charles B. Reed 
wanted to expel or suspend Wardle 
from school for up to two years and 
intended to charge Newmaeyer for the 
replacement of a glass door that was 
shattered during the protest, O’Neil- 
Rosales said. 

“It’s to send that message to students 
to silence them,” she said. “It’s to say 
that repercussions will happen to them 
if they protest.” 

Early estimates of the cost to replace 
the door were around $30,000, reflecting 


the cost of replacing the glass, hardware ~ 


and door assembly, Fallis said via email. 

Multiple unions and organizations 
signed a petition, made calls and wrote 
emails tothe chancellor urging amnesty 


ending with a panel in the Beach Audi- 
torium on Thursday. 

Dina Al-Hayek, chief justice for the 
ASI Judiciary, came up with the idea 
for the campaign because she kept get- 
ting questions from students about what 
kinds of rights they have. 

“This campaign is designed to en- 
compass a variety of students’ needs and 
answer their questions in a more thor- 
ough manner,” Al-Hayek said in a press 
release. “Instead of having students 
search for answers and information, we 
are bringing the resources to them.” 

Monday’s topic will be academic 
services. Representatives from Enroll- 


for the students, said Donnie Bessom, 
a Students for Quality Education orga- 
nizer. 

“We bombarded them with calls,” 
O’Neil-Rosales said. 

She said students such as Wardle 
“have a right to express [their] displea- 
sure with the constant tuition increases.” 

Bessom, who was present at the 
meeting, said Newmaeyer was not re- 
sponsible for breaking the glass door. 
He said footage taken of the incident 
shows an officer wedging a baton be- 
tween the doors and that the officer was 
responsible for breaking the glass. 

“In relation to the November meet- 
ing, there are no campus disciplinary 
hearings or actions currently ongoing,” 
Fallis said. 

The special investigator is looking into 
the board’s minutes of the meeting and 
focusing on officers’ behavior that day, 


ment Services, Counseling and Psy- 
chological Services, and Academic 
Advising will go over issues like grade 
appeals, withdrawals and repeat/delete 
procedures in Room 205 at the Univer- 
sity Student Union 
’ On Tuesday, three experts will talk 
about housing and tuition in the USU 
ballroom. The experts will talk about 
how to. avoid incarceration and legal 
problems related to on and off campus 
housing. A question-and-answer ses- 
sion will follow the discussion. 

On Wednesday, there will be a pro 
bono legal services workshop for stu- 
dents sponsored by Southwestern Uni- 


versity of Law, in Room 205 of the USU. 

On Thursday, in the beach auditori- 
um, a panel consisting of a lawyer, Cal 
State Long Beach Vice President Doug- 
las Robinson, CSULB professors, and 
Al-Hayek will answer specific ques- 
tions asked by two moderators. 

All workshops will be held from 5-7 
p.m. : 

Christina Esparza, ASI communica- 
tions coordinator, said all this informa- 
tion will benefit students. 

“T think anytime students can be em- 
powered with information is good, and 
unfortunately students don’t always know 
what rights they have,” Esparza said. 
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A November BOT meeting resulted in a broken glass door. 


according to CSUEU President Pat Gantt. 

Bessom said he found it odd that of- 
ficers drew the line between themselves 
and protesters at the glass doors, some- 


thing they’ve never done before. 

“We kind of felt, if they had listened 
to us and given us time, it would have 
been fine,” Bessom said. 
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that gets squeezed as legislative 
Democrats continue to prioritize 
welfare programs and public em- 
ployee salaries and pensions,” Senate 
Republican leader Bob Huff said in a 
statement. 

“Let’s first enact the governor’s 
pension reforms and balance the state 
budget then we can better assess the 
need for changes in tax policy and 
higher education,” he continued. 

Still, many students are support- 
ive of an idea that helps them pay for 
soaring tuition costs. 

Ana Robles, a communicative dis- 
orders major at Cal State Long Beach 
who also considers herself a middle- 
class student, said she definitely has 
trouble paying for school. 

“! can either pay for tuition and 
then I struggle with books, or I 
struggle with tuition and I’ll be okay 
with books, so it’s one or the other,” 
Robles said. 

According to the CSU, there are 
still ways students.can get help with 
paying for tuition. 

“Over the last decade in particular, 
we’ve seen the state cut back year af- 
ter year, which means that students 
are asked to carry a heavier burden,” 
said Erik Fallis, a CSU spokesman. 

But Fallis also said that financial 
aid has been increasing over the years 
to help students cover their tuition. 

“We actually manage to pro- 
vide about half of our students with 
enough financial aid to fully cover the 
cost of their tuition,” Fallis said. “As 
tuition rises, so have the Cal Grants 
and the state university grants.” 


FOR MORE INFO CONTACT FNS-CSTOREINFOMCSULB.EDU 
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EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros, Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)*A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). Avvalid current studént 1D must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with ony other 
discounts or insurance, 


$99 SPECIAL 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES*' 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


INCLUDES: 
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Church should not oppose birth control plan 


In his 2010 health care plan, 
President Obama included a regulation 
mandating employers to provide free 
contraception for their female em- 
ployees. That did not sit well with the 

Catholic 
hurch. 

Our VIEw 5 

church 
does not approve of using birth control 
so mandating private religious schools 
and church-owned hospitals to provide 
contraception to employees was a huge 
issue. In light of the blowback from 
religious groups and leaders, Obama 
amended the policy. 

Under the revised policy, employ- 
ers will no longer have to provide 
free contraceptives to their female 
employers. Instead, that responsibil- 
ity will fall upon the insurers. Despite 
Obama’s amendment, religious leaders 
are still against the policy and believe 
Obama is interfering with their reli- 
gious teachings. 

President Obama has already 
amended his policy to compromise 
with the Catholic Church, but for 
some reason, people are still unhappy. 
Truthfully, this should not be looked 
at as a religion-versus-government 
issue. This is an issue about women’s 
health and that should not be up for 
debate. Obama made the right choice 
by fixing his policy and any objections 
made by religious groups are needless 
troublemaking. 

The main argument churches had 
against the free birth control plan was 
that it violated their religious beliefs. 
But Obama already handled that issue 
by taking the responsibility out of the 
churches’ hands and passing it off to 


An article in the Los Angeles Times stated that administra- 
tive officials believe the new policy would benefit women at no 
cost to the insurers. So it is really a win-win situation. The cost 
of pregnancy, which includes ultrasounds, regular physicals and 
other doctor visits, is significantly more expensive than providing 
birth control for employees. And despite what the Catholic Church 
teaches, there is always the possibility that an unwanted pregnancy 
will end in an abortion. Giving birth control to employees will help 


prevent that. 


This whole situation calls to mind the issue with Planned 


Parenthood from just a couple weeks ago. The Komen Foundation 
eancunce d that it would ctop funding Plannéd Parenthood only to 
take back the statement just a few days later. 
Komen came under huge public scrutiny after declaring to 
end its partnership with Planned Parenthood and there should be 
a similar dissent in this situation. There is no logical reason for 
anyone to deny women birth control, especially in this case where 
the program would not be receiving any money from churches or 


church-affiliated groups. 


Just having the service does not mean that the government is 
giving women a free pass to be promiscuous. The plan is simply 
giving women the means to protect themselves. There is nothing 


wrong with that. This plan will not trigger a skyrocketing need for 
contraceptives. Just because free birth control is available, does not 
mean all women will use it. It is just a precaution. 

Truthfully, it is easy to understand why religious groups did not 
like Obama’s previous policy. The Catholic Church does not sanc- 
tion the use of birth control, so their reaction was valid. 

But, this new policy completely cut the church out, so there 
really is not an issue anymore. Obama most likely amended the 


plan in an attempt to please as many people as he can to benefit his 


reelection campaign, but there is not really anything wrong with 
that. The plan helps protect women and their health. The Catholic 
Church should not have an issue with that. 


Houston’s death should spur increase in addiction awareness 


The timing of Whitney Houston’s death seems 
almost orchestrated with the happening of the 
Grammy’s this past Sunday night. A day before 
the awards show, Whitney Houston was found 
dead, submerged underwater in the bathtub of her 
room at the Beverly Hilton Hotel. 

In fact, it Was at this same hotel where Clive 
Davis; a tremendous influence on Houston’s life 
and career, would be hosting a party in the late 
performer’s name. 

Though the actual cause of death won’t be cer- 
tain until a toxicology test can be performed on 
the body (which can take up to 6-8 weeks); there 
is much evidence leading the cause of death to be 
substance abuse related. 3 

Sometimes, its’ even difficult to remember 
just how unique and talented of a voice Whitney 
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Houston possessed among her scandal-tinged 
life. Houston is the only artist who has had seven 
consecutive songs hit the charts at number one 
and holds the world record as the most-awarded 
female act of all time — with over 415 major 
recognitions during her career. 

Many also speculate, among them music indus- 
try friend Chaka Kahn, that it 
was the pressures of her suc- 
cess and fame that may have 
led her towards her descent 
into a life battling addiction. 

The thing about addiction is that it t knows no 
color, gender, age or influence. Your faith or your 
devotion to your religion doesn’t matter. Addic- 
tion doesn’t discern talent from the lack of it, nor 
does it matter the amount of fame and wealth and 
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attention a person may have. It’s the addiction 
that wants the attention and it will go to any 
length to get it. Addiction kills indiscriminately. 
Addiction is a human epidemic, an epidemic 
that kills thousands of people everyday. Some- 
times, we get way too caught up in the spectacle 
of tearful farewells and tributes that are created 
by the media that we forget 


RuDY MENDOZ A that millions of other people 


are dealing with the exact 

same issues—regardless of 
whether they’re Grammy award-winning artists 
or not. 

According to results from the 2010 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health, an estimated 2.4 
million Americans used prescription drugs non- 
medically for the first time within that year. More 
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than half of those people were females and about 
one-third was between the ages of 12 and 17. 

This highlights the importance of how criti- 
cal it is to get factual information to the public, 
and work on prevention programs, addiction 
awareness, and information on evidence-based 
treatments. : 

’ I sincerely hope that if anything is to come 
from Whitney Houston’s death, that it is a growth 
in the awareness of the addiction and substance 
abuse epidemic our society is facing. 

Hopefully we can use this to make the ad- 
ministration take on this epidemic and to utilize 
the media spotlight on this one addict’s death to 
create real change. . 

Rudy Mendoza is a junior communications ma- 
Jor and a contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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Government should reform campaign financing or get rid of it 


It’s no secret that money plays a huge role in 
political campaigns. For years, special interest 
groups have tried to influence the outcomes of 
elections by infusing large sums of money into 
the campaigns they favor, and this year’s presi- 
dential election is no different. 

Throughout the years, scores of outraged 
Americans have decried the infusion of money 
into political campaigns and the influence that it 
gains the contributors of the funds. 

In response, Congress has repeatedly at- 
tempted to reform campaign finance, but cash 
still litters the campaign landscape. Campaign 
finance reform has proven ineffectual, so it’s time 
to ditch the effort and focus on more productive 
endeavors. 

History displays the failures ofcampaign 
finance reform. Historic attempts at reforming 
the system include the Taft-Hartley Act, which 
prohibited unions and corporations from contrib- 
uting financially to campaigns, and the Federal 
Election Campaign Act, which established a com- 


mission that further regulated campaign finance, 
according to scholars Edward Drachman and 
Robert Langran. ; 

However, they note that various loopholes in 
regulation, and Political Action Committees, 
created by business interests or candidates, have 
deluged campaigns with money, although they 
can’t completely collaborate with campaigns. 

More recently, Congress — 
passed the Bipartisan Cam- 
paign Reform Act in 2002. 
The Act imposed further 
restrictions on campaign 
contributions, but it was ineffective in curbing 
the influence of money in the 2004 presidential 
election. 

As the Campaign Legal Center reveals, the 
Federal Election Commission failed to enforce 
provisions regulating tax-exempt 527 organiza- 
tions, which played a significant but somewhat 
smaller role in the elections. 

This is just another example of administrative 
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failure. 

But administrative failure seems destined to 
follow the FEC, according to the Center for Re- 
sponsive Politics, and this is by design. Part of the 
problem, the center explains, is that the agency 
was created by Congress to regulate itself, so it 
would be in Congress’s interest to ensure that it 
isn’t that effective. 

Moreover, the center 
notes that there are six 
members on the commis- 
sion, no more than three 
of who can be from a 
particular party, and since a majority must make 
aruling, the commission often splits along party 
lines. Thus, administration-lag reigns. 

Adding to the rampant administrative inef- 
ficiencies are the Supreme Court’s Citizens 
United vs. FEC ruling and the dawn of super- 
PACs, which are PACs on steroids. Regarding the 
Citizens United case, the court basically ruled 
that the government can’t hinder corporations’ or 


unions’ spending for political purposes, because 
this is a form of speech that the First Amendment 
protects, though these groups still can’t directly 
fund campaigns. 

Thus, the ruling overturned parts of the Bipar- 
tisan Campaign Reform Act. Despite the dubious- 


- ness of this.ruling, it’s unlikely that congressional 


attempts to subvert it will be successful. 

Where campaign finance reform has failed, 
disclosure has been more’effective. The Cen- 
ter For Responsive Politics cites that the FEC 
actually has been successful when it comes to 
disclosure of contributions, although there are 
still some minor obstacles. 

Their web site, opensecrets.org, regularly 
discloses campaign contributors so that the public 
can know where most of the money’s coming 
from instead of relying on Congress (which gains 
from ineffective finance laws) to truly reform the 
process. 

Leonardo Poareo is a senior journalsim major 
and a contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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Half Past 
Two talks 
new IP 


The OC ska group 
balances school and 
music. 


By SALLY GONZALEZ 
Staff Writer 


Ska is still alive and well, accord- 
ing to the Orange County-based ska 
band, Half Past Two. The band recently 
released its newest EP, “Songs with 
Friends,” on Jan. 17, and made it avail- 
able online as a free download. 

Lindsey Smith (vocals), a Cal State 
Long Beach English education major, 
and Tyler Moore (guitar) sat down with 
the Daily 49er to discuss their love for 
music, the strong bond they have with 
their fan-base, and the role of social me- 
dia in the music industry. 


Daily 49er: How long has Half Past 
Two been working on “Songs with 
Friends,” starting from the creative 
writing process to the recording pro- 
cess? 

Lindsey Smith: I started with the 
band about two years ago, and shortly 
after we started playing [“Wake Up”]. 
So, that’s sort of when we started think- 
ing about creating a new EP. Usually 
the way it works is we just have ideas 
and we bounce them around to see what 
sticks. But once we sat down and really 
got focused, it didn’t take us very long 
— maybe about a year. We recorded 
the EP in two days at our bass player’s 
house in Lake Elsinore and had a little 
Half Past Two getaway. 

Tyler Moore: In previous times, 
we’ve paid to go into a recording stu- 
dio, have an engineer, and have produc- 
ers give their insights. This time, it was 
a combination where we wanted to do 
it on the cheap, and we feel confident 
enough that I can engineer it and record 
it. We kind of self-released it in terms of 
producing. We had a house, and we fig- 
ured it would be cool to just take it over. 
All the tracking was done in the garage, 
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Tyler A Moore and Lindsey Smith of Half Past Two perform at the Second Annual Ska Luau at the Anaheim House of Blues on Dec. 30. 


and we had cables running everywhere 
in the house. It was really neat because 
for this whole time we were all here and 
just focusing on these four songs. 

Daily 49er: What makes this EP 
stand out from your past albums? 

Moore: I play guitar, so that’s how I 
think of things... Before I would force 
a guitar solo into a song, but on this 
EP I realized that if I take a step back, 
that could improve a song. So instead 
of thinking to myself, ‘What can I add 
to the song?’ it was more like ‘How 
can I support this song?’ Instead of me 
sprinkling Tyler flakes all over it, it was 
more about being an ingredient in the 
bread. A lot more maturity went into it 
because we all realized we want more 
interesting songs, not just interesting 
parts. 


Daily 49er: I know several of the 
band members are either still in 
school or have already graduated 
college. How do you find a balance 
between studying in school, going to 
work, being a rock-star and co-exist- 
ing with each other? 

Smith: I’ve woken up so many 
times and thought, ‘I don’t want to go 
to school. I want to drive to the Mid- 
west and play in a random bar.’ It’s this 
weird itching crave that doesn’t eas- 


ily go away. Luckily, I have Half Past 


Two to kind of.-satisfy that. Of course, 
as I’ve grown up, I’ve realized that the 
likelihood of having a career in music is 
probably slim to none, and it’s not really 
that stable. Plus, I love words, and I’m 
a huge nerd when it comes to literature, 
and so I decided that I want to teach it. 


Daily 49er: How did Half Past Two 
get involved 
with produc- 
er and ska- 
veteran Aar- 
on Barrett 
from Reel Big 
Fish in 2008? 

Moore: 
Well, one day,. 
the stars were 
aligned, and 
our trombone 
player bumped into Aaron Barrett at 
Volcano Burger, just across the street 
from our high school, Los Alamitos 
High. He tells him, ‘Hey I have a band. 
If you wouldn’t mind checking them 
out that would be awesome.’ And ey- 
erything just kind of tied itself up after 
that point, and we end up recording with 
Aaron. There are all sorts of flavors of 
producing, and [Barrett] was more like 
the friendly hand of confidence to carry 
us along, 


Half Past Two will per- 
form at Chain Reaction 
in Anaheim tomorrow 
night. Tickets are $10 
and are available at the 


box office. 


Daily 49er: How close are you with 
your fans? 

Smith: It depends. There are some 
fans that just want to interact with you 
all the time. There is this one guy, and 
I call him ‘my super-fan.’ But he talks 
to me like everyday on Facebook, and 
that’s cool. I say shoot, why not? Let’s 
chat? 

Moore: There are 
a lot of people who 
are technically fans, 
but I’ve known them 
for so long, and I’ve 
seen them at so many 
shows. for so many 
years — it doesn’t 
seem like they’re fans. 
But when they talk 
to me on Facebook, I 
think, ‘Oh, this is my 
friend talking to me,’ 

Smith: They’re just people, like us. 
There are musicians that I look up to 
that I wish I could talk to, and be like, 
‘That was a rad song,’ and then for them 
to be like, ‘Cool, thanks.’ 


Daily 49er: Just this weekend, 
Half Past Two’s page hit 700 likes on 
Facebook. Do you think social media 
plays an important role in the band’s 
success? 


Smith: Definitely. 1 think that is 
where the main communication comes 
from these days, and that’s how we pro- 
mote. It also allows a forum for all the 
fans who maybe don’t know each other 
to communicate. It’s like a community, 
but also where they can get indirect 
contact with us, which is really conve- 
nient. 

Moore: We really do talk to our 
frans —I mean friends.’ 

Lindsey: Frans! It’s a friend-fan! 

Moore: Anyway, I think it is really 
cool, because what would you do in the 
mid-90s if you recorded a ukulele ver- 
sion of a song and you wanted to send it 
to people? Would you make a bunch of 
VHS copies? You didn’t have that abil- 
ity to make a-video go viral. Now, the 
fact that you can do that, it inspires us 
to try and do it. 


Daily 49er: Why did you decide to 
make'your new.EP available online as 
a free download? 

Moore: Before when we’ve sold our 
music, we would have to raise money 
for things like rehearsal time or post- 
ers or whatever.-This time, the thought 
was just, ‘Well we’ve taken the time to 
record these songs, so why not just give 
them to everyone?’ That’s what we’d 
rather have than a little bit more money 
in our pocket. 


Student artist takes inspiration 
from CSULB professor, music 


By ANGELA RATZLAFF 
Staff Writer 


Inspired by music and lost love, Cal 
State Long Beach art major Sarah Moor 
captivates students with her vivid ab- 
stract paintings. 

Moor displays her paintings in the 
Max L. Gatov Gallery West this week. 
Her paintings are a part of the Biomor- 
phic Exhibit, which also feattires Erika 
Levy and Katie Kies. 

After losing her grandma and tak- 
ing a leave of absence, Moor returned 
to school with a new perspective on her 
art. 

“My painting language was no lon- 
ger representable,” said Moor, who re- 
cently changed her focus to abstract. 

Even though the loss of her grand- 
mother hurts her, Moor is able take 
something positive from the experi- 
ence. 

“I see it as a gift received from a per- 
son,” Moor said. “My style opened up 
to express a variety of emotions.” 


Utilizing abstract styles, Moor is 
able to create works of art that span a 
variety of emotions. One of her recent 
works, “Lost Where I Belong,” uses a 
song as inspiration. 

“Lost Where I Belong” ohidrts the 
song of the same title by Andreya Tri- 
ana. Like the song, the painting exudes 
a relaxed and somber feeling. 

Using vivid greens-and deep purples 
to represent the soulful melodies, as 
well as creating sharp lines and angles 
to recall the energy of the static bass 
line, Moor successfully transforms the 
moody song into an oil-on-canvas work 
of art. 

“Tt looks like a tree...like a weeping 
willow,” said Natalie Rivera, women’s 
gender sexual studies and German 
studies major. “The colors are very 
earthy, yet very bright.” 

According to Moor, it took about 
300 listens to capture the essence of the 
song. 

“Tt was almost like the song was say- 
ing ‘paint me!’” Moor said. 

Moor’s use of vivid colors is inspired 
by CSULB art professor Marie Thi- 
beault. 


e 


“Her sense of color, professional- 
ism and passion of teaching ‘has been 
really instrumental to me,” Moor 
said. 

All three artists featured in the Bio- 
morphic Exhibit are in Thibeault’s 
class, which is apparent by the bold dis- 
play of colors. 

“T really love all the bright colors. 
They give me a warm and fuzzy feel- 
ing,” said Whitney Hart, CSULB com- 
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Sarah Moors vivid abstract pens are on display in the student 
art galleries. 


munications alumni. , 

Moor plans on finishing her degree 
in art with prospects of going on to 
graduate school in order to teach art as 
a college professor. 

The Biomorphic Exhibit will be on 
display until Thursday. Student. art 
gallery hours are noon to 5 p.m. on 
Monday and Tuesday, noon to 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday and noon to 5 p.m. on 
Thursday. 


mpus 
alendar 
Feb. 15° 


Noontime Concert 

The weekly outdoor concert 
will be held at the USU South 
Plaza from noon to 1 p.m. 


Blood drive 

ASI will hold a blood drive 
from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
in the USU Ballrooms. 


Student art galleries 

. The art department pres- 
ents sculpture, ceramics 
and painting group exhibi- 


tions from noon to 5 p.m. 
The'student art galleries are 
located in the FA2 and FA3 
buildings. Admission is free. 


Bike class 

Rideshare @ The Beach 
will have free traffic 101 
bike safety classes from 6 - 
8 p.m. in the Barrett Admin 
Center, just south of the 
Pyramid. 


Twitter: @D49erDiversions 
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10 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


EGG DONORS Women 21-29: 
help an infertile couple and make 
$6500+! www.bhed.com 


03.22.12 


EGG DONOR NEEDED ~ 
Healthy females ages 18-30. 
Donate to infertile couples some 
of the many eggs your body 
disposes monthly. Compensation 
$5,500. Call Reproductive 
Solutions (818)832-1494. http:// 
donor.eggreproductive.com 
Reproductive Solutions abides by 
all federal and state guidelines 
regarding egg donations as well 
as ASRM guidelines. 


18415-06.06.12 


35 EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVES 


for the Daily 49er Seeking 
enthusiastic, self-motivated, 
go-getters to join our advertising 
team. Good communication skills 
a must. Reliable transportation 
necessary. Flexible schedules. 
Apply in person in the SSPA Bldg. 
Room 010 or call Beverly Munson 
at 562-985-5736 or email: _ 


bmunson@csulb.edu 


CLASSIFIEDS ro 
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"Student Advertising Manager 


Be a part of the Official Award 
Winning Campus Newspaper 
The Daily 49er 
Manage, motivate and train a team 
of advertising sales representatives 
to make sales calls on prospective 
advertising clients. Must be an 
enthusiastic, self-motivated 
individual and have great 
communication and people skills. 
Responsibilities include: 

+ Oversee operations of the 
advertising department 
+ Hire sales staff 
+ Train and mentor sales team 
+ Hold weekly sales meetings — 
- Establish sales goals for staff 
+ Interact with design team 
+ Meet personal monthly revenue 
goals set by general manager 
+ Make sales calls on a daily basis 
+ Other job related tasks as needed 
Hourly wage plus commission based 
on achieving goal 
Must have some sales/marketing 
experience 


For further information or to 
apply contact Beverly Munson at 
562/985-5736 bmunson@csulb.edu 


SSPA 011. 


Cafe Lafayette 


Experienced server wanted. Apply 


in person before noon. Mon-Fri. 


+ 18496-02.23.12 


54 APARTMENTS 
For RENT 


$975-$1075 2BDRM APTS 
IN LB WITH PARKING. Call 


310-316-4273 or see website www. 


NicksRentals.com 


18487-03.06.12 


Single apt for rent w/ kitchen. 
Located at 4104 E. 7th St., on 
bus route in LB $600+dep Call 
Jack 562/434-4927 


18497-02.16.12 


57 ROOMS FOR RENT 


Furn rm kitchen, laundry, util 
included $400/mo Contact. 
714-821-4441 California State 
University Long Beach students 


only. 


18494-03.06,12 


CONTACT LENSES 


STUDENT PRICES 


*INCLUDES EYE EXAM 


DisposaBLe Contact Lenses 
(Includes eye exam & 3 mos supply) 


EYEGLASSES 


STUDENT PRICES 
‘COMPLETE EYEWEAR 


FRAME & LENSES © S.V. + 4.00 sph + 2.00 cyl 


EGLIN VISION CENTER 


___ DR. STANLEY EGLIN, 0.D. 
'@S 5501-A Stearns St. sae 


(at Bellflower Blvd.) Long Beach 
Mon - Fri: 10 am-5 pm e Sat. 10am-4 pm © 
562/598-4441 © 562/596-1011 


CSULB ID REQUIRED w/coupon 
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TO PLACE AD ONLINE, VISIT DAILY49ER.COM 


RATE PER DAY: 


$2.00/ine 
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$ .90/line 
$ .80/line 


Additional $1.00 charge for bold 


STAY 
CONNECTED! 


Sign up for breaking 
news e-mail alerts and 
be able to surf through 
content right in 
your e-mail! 


Sign up at daily49er.com/register 


am Tube 
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facebook Cwitter 
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2-4days 

5 - 20 days 
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(IF ALL CAPS, 27 CHARACTERS). 
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The senior forward 
became the Big West 
Conference’s all-time 
leading rebounder on 
Saturday. 


By Dantet VAN Hoosier 
Assistant Sports Editor 


T.J. Robinson has quietly and hum- 
bly been climbing the Big West Confer- 
ence all-time rebounding leaderboard 
over the last four years. On Saturday 
night, he was finally able to re-write the 
- record books. 

With 11 boards in a 89-69 road vic- 
tory over UC Davis, the senior forward 
ran his total to 1,119 for his career, 
‘ passing Cal State Fullerton’s Tony Neal 
(1,115 total from 1981 to 85) as the most 
productive rebounder in conference 
history. 

“IT work hard to rebound,” Robinson 
said. “That is my role on this team, to 
rebound and score. I do what I do for 
the team: Hopefully that will get us 


over the hump and make itto the NCAA - 


tournament.” 

Robinson has used four years of ded- 
ication, along with the desire to con- 
sistently improve individually and as 
a teammate, to become the Big West’s 
most prolific rebounder. 

On a team with so much talent and 
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experience playing together, the spot- 
light does not fall on any one player on 
a given night, and rarely does it shine 
on Robinson. 

But the senior forward has improved 
each season, however, and continues 


- put-up big numbers along the way. 


Robinson added 14 points against 
UC Davis to pick up the 51st double- 
double of his illustrious career. He is 
the only active player in all of Division I 
basketball to amass 1,000 career points 
and rebounds. 

Head coach Dan Monson said Robin- 
son’s accomplishment is a “tremendous 
honor.” 

“He has been unbelievably consis- 
tent over four years,” Monson said. “A 
bad rebound game for him is eight or 
nine, he just has a gift for it.” 


Monson added: “What he has done 


is taken that gift and been consistent 
with it and I am really happy for him 
and proud. What it meant for the team is 


-a lot of wins. When you have a guy that 


is willing to go to the boards like that, 
it has beneficial for us over the years.” 
Robinson-spoke of his decision to at- 
tend LBSU and the strides the team has 
made since his freshman year. 
“T came to Long Beach State because 


‘I wanted to help turn this program into 


a national scene,” he said. “We worked 
hard and put dedication into build- 
ing this program-and now we have the 
chemistry to do it as a senior group.” 

A model of growth, Robinson began his 
career at LBSU by playing at a high level, 
averaging 11.4 points per game, good for 
llth in the Big West and 6.2 rebounds, 
ranking seventh, his freshman year. 
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Robinson has improved his rebound- 
ing total each season and is pulling 
down a conference-leading, and career- 
best 10.3 boards so far this season. 

As humble as he is talented, Rob- 
inson credits constant effort and team 
chemistry ahead of personal accom- 
plishments. 

He said the ultimate task is to use 


the experience of the team to reach the. 


goal of qualifying for the NCAA tour- 
nament. 

The senior said the team has been able 
to stay tuned-in to the task at hand this 
season, with the goal of not being defeat- 


ed in the Big West tournament champi- 


onship for the third consecutive year. 

“We just try to come together and 
compete night-in and night-out,” he 
said. “Every night we bring our all 
because we have a target on our back. 
Mostly it is experience and we can end 
games well.” 

Robinson’s advises young athletes 
who aspire to play at the collegiate level 
to never stop working on the craft. 

“Hard work and dedication,” Robin- 
son said are the keys to success at this 
level. “At the end of the day it comes 
down to focus. Put all the other crap 
aside, you’ve got to focus on basketball. 
Just be yourself and play ball.” 

Robinson aspires to keep playing 
basketball after graduating from the 
school he helped put on the national 
scene, but is focused on this season first 
and foremost. 

“Hopefully I can play at the highest 
level, in the NBA or overseas. We’ll see 
what happens after the tournament and 
everything.” 
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Robinson rebounds his way into the record books 


Sreven Carcano | Daity 49eR 


The senior forward became the Big West Conference’s all-time 
leading rebounder in a 89-69 victory over UC Davis on Saturday. 
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Just 1.5 miles North of campus on 
Bellflower Blvd & We're Open ‘Til Midnight! 
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